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IN THE CLAIMS: 

1-23. (cancelled) 

24. (previously presented) A method for using a single sound card to output audio data from 
multiple a plurality of entertainment sources that include a media player and game software, 
comprising: 

presenting a plurality of virtual devices to a user with each virtual device corresponding 
to a selection of a set of speakers from a group of speakers in different locations including 
s peakers located in at least two different rooms , the presenting including displaying a list of the 
plurality of virtual devices on a graphical user interface; 

receiving a first selection from the user associating a media player application with at 
least one of the plurality of virtual devices such that the first selection determines a first 
assignment of speakers to speaker assignment for the media player application; 

receiving a second selection irom the user associating a game software application with 
at least one of the plurality of virtual devices such that the second selection detennines a second 



using a plurality of virtual device drivers to write audio data streams for the media player 
application and the game softwar e application into a system memory accessible by the single 
sound card and to program the single sound card to associate audio data streams of the media 
player application and the game software application with output audio channels based on the 
user's selections of virtual devices; and 

the single sound card operative to simultaneously output audio according to the first 
speaker assignment and the second speaker assignment with the single sound card performing 
any mixing required to output audio from the media player application and the game software 
application on one or more shared speakers. 

25. (currently amended) The method of claim 24, wherein the different locations of the 
greup-ef s peaker s rooms includes different rooms in a house. 




s peaker assignment for the game software application; and 
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26. (currently amended) The method of claim 24, wherein the different locations of tlie group 
of speakers includes different positions within one room of a house . 

27. (cun-ently amended) A metliod for using a single sound card to output audio data from 
multiple a plurality of entertainment sources that include a video player and game software, 
comprising: 

presenting a plurality of virtual devices to a user with each virtual device corresponding 
to a selection of a set of speakers from a group of speakers in different locations including 
speakers located in at least two different rooms , the presenting including displaying a list of the 
plurality of virtual devices on a graphical user interface; 

receiving a first selection from the user associating a video player application with at 
least one of the plurality of virtual devices such that the first selection determines a first 
assignment of sp e akers to speaker assifsnment for the video player application; 

receiving a second selection from the user associating a game software application with 
at least one of the plurality of virtual devices such that the second selection determines a second 
assig mBen t of speakers t o speaker assiuiinient i'or the game software application; and 

using a plurality of virtual device drivers to write audio data streams for the video player 
application and the game software application into a system memory accessible by the single 
sound card and to program the single sound card to associate audio data streams of the video 
player application and the game software application with output audio channels based on the 
user's selections of virtual devices; and 

the single sound card operative to simultaneously output audio according to the first 
speaker assignment and the second speaker assignment with the single sound card performing 
any mixing required to output audio firom the video player application and the game software 
a pplication on one or more shared speakers. 

28. (currently amended) The method of claim 27, wherein the at least two different locations 
of the group -e f s peakers r ooms includes different rooms in a house. 
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29. (previously presented) Tlie method of claim 27, wherein the different locations of the 
group of speakej^ includes ditTerent positions within one room of a house, 

30. (currently amended) A method for using a single sound card to output audio data from 
m ukiple a plurality of entertainment sources that include a media player and a video player, 
comprising: 

presenting a plurality of virtual devices to a user with each virtual device corresponding to a 
selection of a set of speakers from a group of speakers in different locations including speakers 
located in at least two different rooms , the presenting including displaying a list of the plurality 
of virtual devices on a graphical user interface; 

receiving a first selection from the user associating a media player application with at 
least one of the plurality of virtual devices such that the first selection determines a first 
assignment of sp e olcers to speaker assignment for the media player application; 

receiving a second selection from the user associating a video player application with at 
least one of the plurality of virtual devices such that the second selection determines a second 
a ss ignment of speakers to speaker as sign ment for the video player application; and 

using a plurality of virtual device drivers to write audio data streams for the media 
application and the video player application into a system memory accessible by the single sound 
card and to program the single sound card to associate audio data streams of the media player 
application and the video player application with output audio channels based on the user's 
selections of virtual devices; and 

the single sound card operative to simultaneously output audio according to the first 
speaker assignment and the second speaker assignment with the single sound card performing 
any mixing required to output audio from the media player application and the video player 
application on one or more shared speakers. 

3 1 . (currently amended) Tlie method of claim 30, wherein the at least two different loeatien s 
of the group of speaker s rooms includes different rooms in a house. 
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32. (currently amended) The method of claim 30, wherein the different locations of the group 
of speakere includes different positions within one roo m of a house . 
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